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President's Message

Dear Friends of PTS,

I can hardly believe that August is upon us. How has most of the summer gone by so
quickly? Time flies when you're busy, of course, and at Pittsburgh Seminary one
project in particular has kept a number of us busy—a project that I know is going to
add greatly to our community worship. That project is the refreshing of the Hicks
Chapel sanctuary.

You may know that PTS has an endowment fund specifically and exclusively for the
maintenance of the chapel facility. Periodically, we have been able to make minor
improvements using these funds. This year the fund was sufficient for us to make
several more substantial improvements, including repainting this very large space and
reconfiguring the lowest level of the sanctuary by replacing the lower pews with
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movable wooden chairs. The latter change will allow us flexibility in using the
sanctuary for smaller, more intimate worship services as well as large community
gatherings. And our plan to carpet the lowest floor level will also make the sanctuary a
warmer worship space.

While I anticipate that the project will be completed early this fall, it is amazing to me
what a difference opening up this space has already made to the feel of the chapel. I
believe the refreshing of the sanctuary will lift the spirits of all who worship there,
whether corporately or in private devotion. Eventually, we will also have new liturgical
furniture (pulpit, table, and font) specifically designed and created by anartist in North
Carolina. Its addition to Hicks Chapel will complete this exciting and meaningful
project.

In the coming academic year, I invite you to join us for as many chapel services as
you can in our newly renovated worship space. Come celebrate with the Pittsburgh
Seminary community our newness in Christ!

Blessings on the remainder of your summer,

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

Faculty Members Remain Active During the Summer

Though it is summer, faculty members are busy publishing, speaking, and working in
the church and academy. Here is just a sampling of what they've been up to:

• The Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes, Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership and Ministry
and Senior Pastor at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, is speaking at a summer family
camp at Mt. Hermon Christian Conference Center in Mount Hermon, Calif.

• Professor Edith Humphrey spoke at St. Paul University where she addressed the
ways even problematic parts of the Old Testament can draw us more deeply into the
mystery of the Trinity. Read more online.

• Dr. Robert Gagnon spoke at the "It Takes a Family Conference" in California.

• New Testament professor Dale Allison recently completed his 1,000 plus page
commentary on the Epistle of James for the International Critical Commentary series
published by T. & T. Clark.

• Heather Vacek, assistant professor of church history, was ordained in the Moravian
Church in America.

• Steven Tuelll, James A. Kelso Associate Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament,
taught a course during the Seminary's Miller Summer Youth Institute.

• Professors Andrew Purves and Edwin Chr. van Driel discussed the future of the
church during the PTS luncheon at the PCUSA General Assembly.

Seminary Welcomes Lecturer in Systematic Theology

This fall Dr. Jessica DeCou will join the Seminary's faculty as lecturer in systematic
theology for a one-year term. Recently she earned her Ph.D. from the University of
Chicago Divinity School. DeCou is a graduate of the University of Iowa, earning her
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M.A. in religious studies and B.A. in religion. Her research and teaching experience
includes theologian Karl Barth, religion/theology and popular culture, and Pentecostal
studies. She is the recipient of the Louisville Institute Dissertation Fellowship, Martin
Marty Center Dissertation Fellowship, Lilly Teaching Fellowship, University of Chicago
Provost's Summer Fellowship, and Alice Lampe Heidel and John B. Heidel Teaching
Award. Her forthcoming publications include "Relocating Barth's Theology of Culture"
in International Journal of Systematic Theology, "The Living Christ and The Walking
Dead" in The Undead and Theology, and "Karl Barth—Comic Warrior" in War and
World.

D.Min. Program Accepting Science and Theology Applications

The Doctor of Ministry Program is now accepting applications for the Science and
Theology Focus. This focus is designed to cultivate a cognate and evolving narrative
between pastor and scientist, and to involve the student's ministerial setting in all
phases—seminar, colloquium, and project—of the program. Application deadline is
Nov. 1, 2012 and seminars begin June 2013. Learn more online or contact Director
the Rev. Dr. Susan Kendall at skendall@pts.edu or 412-924-1421.

Perspectives Course Offered at PTS

This month participants will gather for a week on the Seminary campus to deeply
consider the mission of God and the role of the church in the world today. The
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement course will be held Aug. 12-18. The
Rev. Dr. Ken Bailey '55, PTS professor Dr. Edith Humphrey, and 10 other guest
missionaries and professors will lead the discussion. This course is offered through
the Seminary's World Mission Initiative.
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